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IFOR AID TO CHILDREN

Friday, Dec. 10, 1948

UNICEF A
Nckel Pegce Prize

NSLO
UPDY — The Untten
Childrens tind todav

Peace Prize for

Norwar Der m
Nations
was:
presented the 354500 Notel
1985 :n an:

Nobel Peace Prize
Awarded to UNICEF

OSLO (A—The Nobel Peace Prize was awarded Mon-
day to UNICEF — the United Nations International
Children's Emergency Fund—dedicated to feeding and
helping children in more than 100 nations.

thw King Nlav V.
accompanied bhv hig
Crown Prince Harald. the
ceremony was simple and
dignitied.

Oslo University ceremony on;
the eve of the UN Agency'sithe peace prize went to the
UN or a UN official. Ralph:

Henry R. Labouisee. execu- Bunche won It In 195¢ and)
nive director of UNICEF. ac.iSecretary General Dag Ham-
cepted the award on behalfimarskjold received it pothu-
of the nrzanization. The prize imously in 1981. The UN High

19th anniversary.

monev  tentatively s

H  Los Angeles Heraid-Lraminer

!

who was
son,

It marked tnhe fourth time

earrCommission for refugees

marked for the Murice Pate'was the 193¢ winner.

Fund and will he

used for

educarion nf persons in un-

derdeveiloped nations.
A\ special guest for the
ceréemony was

\ngeles Thursday

fit show for the Norwegian
hranch of UNICEF.

UNICEF was

comedian !
Dannv Kaye. who arrived

in snowclad Oslo from Los !
night.
Kave performed in a bene.

i
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established..

nec. 11, 1946. by the un Secu
sty Council to help milllonsl-

af children who were victims

nf World War II. Its originali
name was the United Nations,
‘nternational Children's Em-'.
~rgency Fund and the organi-

-ation has retained the weil

xnown initials UNICEF
The award was presented

H

1965

So many of those who work inti-
mately with film over the years tend
to forget what a fantastically powerful
and eloquent medium film can be.

N Then, every once in a while, along

comes a new and vivid reminder. Five
men had dinner together cne night
recently at a table in Chasen's. Three
of them hadn't seen each other in
; nearly 20 years. Each of the five had
{ profoundly affected the fate of the
- world we live in — had helped to save
. the lives of millions of chiidren from
 starvation, had helped to keep post-
war pestilence, despair and poverty
from sweeping countries all over West-
* ern Europe into the Communist camp
i —and had done it by the power and
- eloquence of a motion picture not more

mp?s L ¢ than twenty minures long.
t That night at Chasen's they really

knew the power of fiim as few film
men had ever known it. For as they
tcuched their giasses together. their
first toast was to an organization re-
ceiving the Nobel Peace Prize that
same nignt in farawav Osto—UNICEF,
an crganization origmnally esrablished
to aid war-ravaged children, whnich they
had heiged strikingly to create some
twenty years earlier with a single deep-
lv-moving prece of film. On hand in
Oslo to receive the prize was Danny
Kaye, long active in the great work of
UNICEF.

The fiilm was a two-resl Army-made
documentary, called ''Seeds of Des-
tiny.” In 1947 it won the QOscar in
the best documentary category. But in
the eves ot the men who made it that
was the least of its achievements,

Leading humanitarians of the na-
ticn, government officials, educators,
church leaders, the press in general—
including The Hollywocd Reporter-—
haited the picture as capabie of doing
what no printed word would ever be
able to do . . . to make America con.
scicus of the dreaatul famire ccndi-
ticns of the devasted countries across
either cccan.’’

The film rapidlv became the most

pgtent mcney-raiser _in_historv_tor pri-
vate rehef organmzaticns. Within three

years the total had mounted beyond
$200.6C2.000 gathered 1n by private
relief groups.

! But the reai achievement was ifs

dﬁs; ypcn world statesmen and 2OY:

rnments-—oparticulariv in_the decigign

-

‘ abcut UN . a meeting had been
Jcalled at Ceneva in 1946 among UN
members to dissolve the relief and re-
_\'\abilitat:on organization. Then Philip
Noei-Baker, the British Jdelegate, who
manv vears later was himself to win
the Nobel Peace Prize, saw "'Seeds.”
JHurriedlv, he arranued for the Policy
Commutree, including the representa.
-ftives from the U.S., Russia, China and
the {United Kingdom, to see it. Sub-
sequently, by request, the film was
shown daily at the conference to ‘'as-
sure artendance of all delegates,’’ as
a UN cable reported. It was then the
. |decision was made that, even though
{ JUNRRA itself would be scrapped, the
(letricken children of the worid would

J not be forgotten and the UN would

1 I'establish an international children's
* fund for the rehabilitation of chiidren
n liberated countries to function until

1950’ — the organization kncwn to- {
day as UNICEF. H

Frcm Ceneva to the producer.direc-
tor of the film. David Miller, went a i
cable congratulating him on 'firse film ¢

ever used shaping United Nations pol ;
“icy. By 1955, tF!e men who had made
e film wer

e very proud of a UN
report that "‘more than 100,000.000
children had been aided by the UN
Children's Emergency Fund™” and Pierre
]. Huss, the veteran UN correspondent
for International News Service, was ob-
serving: ‘‘Millions of youngsters are
alive today, thanks to UNICEF.”

Atter Geneva, the little film went on }
to make fantastic new contributions. {
It was shown in a projection room at {
the Capitol for a succession of kev‘
Cangressmen to help get the Marshali 1
Plan passed, and world history ieaves ¢
no doubt today that — by combatting
hunger, want and despair — the Mar.
shall Plan was a major factor in the
subsequent political setbacks suffered
by communist parties all over Western
Europe.

There were man

. ~
rofessional satis-

factions — such as t
estival awards. But ng single achieve-
nt_prov mor
those invoived than the establishment.
to help the chiidren of t
world — and the film’'s contribution
to bringing it about.

And sc they met again in reunion
at Chasen’s, those who were in town
— Miller, now one of Hollywood's
most-gifted directors; Gene Fowler |r., :
its editor, then a Gl and now president .
of the American Cinema Editors; Bob :
Scrivner, a top production executive,
who was Miller's assistant, and Art
Arthur, who wrote it.
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Very few film makers ever have
seen their work affect so deeply and
directly the mainstream of world his-
tory at cne of its most crucial turning
points as had the little group sitting
in warm reunion in Hollywood while
the Nobel Peace Prize was being
awarded in snow-tilled Oslo in the
presence of another proud member of
show business, Danny Kaye,

And as they raised their glasses, they
were a vivid reminder once more to
every film-maker everywhere of how
rich and magniticent the voice of the
tilm can truly be.
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Ralph Bellamy in Reunion

-~
!
Inadvertently omitted from the story,
appearing Monday on this page. about
five of the men identified with the i
1947 Oscar-winning documentary, |
“Seeds of Destiny,”’ who met recently !
|

!

at Chasen’s, was Ralph Bellamy, the
veteran actor, who was the civilian nar-

achieve 1S~

] ehalf ot the
world's needy ren. Other four par-
ticipating in the reunion were David
Miller, Cene Fowler |r., Bob Scrivner
and Art Arthur.





